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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Continuation  of  Interim  Procedural 
Guldellnea  for  the  Operation  and 
Maintenance  of  the  Wind  River 
Irrigation  Project  (Project)  for  the  1992 
Irrigation  Season 

aoency:  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Interior. 

action:  Notice. 

summary:  This  notice  is  issued  pursuant 
to  the  CFR,  chapter  25,  part  171,  under 
the  authority  delegated  to  the  Area 
Director,  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Indian  Affairs  and  the  Deputy  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  (Department 
Manual  chapter  3,  part  230  (3.1  &  3.2)]. 

Pursuant  to  this  authority  as  well  as 
the  duty  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
(BIA)  to  mansLge  the  Project’s  irrigation 
water  in  fairness  to  all  irrigators  (25 
U.S.C.  381),  the  following  operational 
procedures  will  be  used  to  direct  daily 
operations  of  the  BIA's  Wind  River 
Project  for  the  1992  Irrigation  Season. 
These  operational  procedures  were 
published  in  FR  Vol.  56,  No.  114  (June  13, 
1991)  as  the  Procedural  Guidelines  for 
the  Operation  and  Maintenance  of  the 
Wind  River  Irrigation  Project  for  the 
1991  Irrigation  Season,  and  they  remain 
the  full  force  and  effect  into  the  1992 
Irrigation  Season  beginning  April  1, 

1992. 

DATES:  These  Procedural  Guiddines 
become  effective  for  the  1992  Irrigation 
Season  not  later  than  May  26, 1992. 

They  will  remain  in  effect  while 
comments  received  for  dte  inittal 
publication  of  these  procedures  continue 
to  be  reviewed  and  evaluated. 
ADDRESSES:  This  notice  wilt  be 
published  and  posted  at  die  fcdhnving 
locations: 

U.S.  Post  Offices 

Riverton,  Wyoming  82501. 

Lander,  Wyoming  82520. 

Newspapers 

Riverton  Ranger,  Riverton,  Wyoming 
82501. 

Wyoming  State  Journal,  Lander, 
Wyoming  82520. 

Office  Buildings 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Wind  River 
Agency,  Fort  Washakie,  WY  82514. 


FOR  FUMfMBI  IMTORMATIOW  CONTACT: 

Mr.  David  AHiaom,  Superintendant, 

Wind  River  Agency,  Fort  Wash^de, 
Wyoming  82514. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 

Continuation  of  the  1991  Operating 
Guidelines  into  1992  is  necessary  fi» 
Project  water  users  to  make  cropjnng 
and  other  agricultural  decisions  for 
protection  of  their  individual  eccmomic 
interests  during  the  1992  irrigation 
season,  and  will  promote  the  economic 
security  of  the  community  and  region  by 
providing  continuity  of  service  within 
established  and  predictable  rules. 

Wind  River  Irrigation  Project  Water 
Delivery  Procedures 

1.  Under  normal  conditions  water  will 
be  delivered  at  a  base  rate  of  I  cnbic 
feet  per  second  (cfs)  per  TO  acres  to 
Project  lands  with  a  decreed  1868 
"reserved”  water  right,  and  1  cfs  per  70 
acres  to  all  other  project  lands. 

2.  Under  drought  conditions,  aU  lands 
with  a  decreed  1868  “reserved  water” 
right  will  be  delivered  water  first  at  a 
base  rate  of  2  cfs  per  70  acres.  Any 
additional  available  water  will  be 
divided  evenly  among  junior  water 
users,  unless  voluntary  rotation  is 
requested,  at  a  base  rate  of  1  cfs  per  70 
acres.  For  this  purpose,  drought  will  be 
determined  on  a  unit  by  unit  basis  and 
is  defined  as  water  shortage  which 
prevents  water  d^very  to  Project  lands 
with  a  decreed  1866  “reserved”  water 
right  at  a  base  rate  of  2  cfs  per  70  acres 
and  to  all  other  Project  lands  at  a  base 
rate  of  1  cb  per  70  acres  in  any  Project 
unit. 

3.  When  water  is  available  in  any 
Project  unit  above  die  amount  sufficient 
to  fiilfill  water  user  needs  under  normal 
conditions,  water  vrill  be  delivered  to 
Project  lands  without  a  decreed  1868 
"reserved”  water  right  to  the  extrat  that 
such  lands  are  delivered  water  iq;>  to  a 
base  rate  of  2  cfs  per  70  acres.  Water 
available  after  all  water  demands  have 
been  met  at  a  base  rate  of  2  cfs  pet  70 
acres  will  be  deemed  surplus  water  and 
will  be  apportioned  pro  rata  among  all 
water  users  in  a  Project  unit. 

4.  In  all  cases,  beneficial  use  is  the 
limit  and  measure  of  water  delivery  to 
Project  lands. 

5.  Drought  Normal  and  Suiplus 
conditions  will  be  determined  under 
authority  of  the  Officer  in  Charge  of  the 


Ploject  in  accordance  with  all 
applicable  laws  and  regulations. 

6.  “Walton  Right”  claimants  will 
receive  water  for  their  Project  lands  on 
a  priority  basis  during  drought 
cc^itions  as  all  other  Project  lands 
having  a  decreed  1868  “reserved”  water 
right  but  only  after  such  claimants  have 
their  Project  lands  decreed  as  being 
entitled  to  such  priority  by  the  District 
Court  of  the  State  of  Wyoming. 

7.  The  service  or  farm  ditches  into 
which  water  is  delivered  fi*om  Project 
laterals  must  have  ample  capacity  and 
be  maintained  by  the  water  user  in 
proper  condition  to  receive  water  and 
convey  it  to  the  place  of  use  with  a 
minimum  of  loss.  Water  delivery  will  be 
refused  to  such  ditches  not  sati^actorily 
maintained. 

8.  All  fences,  installations,  or  any 
other  infringements  on  or  across  Project 
ri^ts-of'way  shall  be  approved  by  the 
Officer  in  Charge  of  the  Project.  In  no 
event,  however,  shall  any  fence, 
installation  or  infiingement  interfere 
widi  the  flow  of  water,  passage  of 
Project  employees  or  equipment,  or  any 
other  right  and  entitlement  to  the  full 
me  of  Uie  right-of-way  by  the  Project. 

9.  Any  person  who  without  authority, 
interferes  with  the  flow  of  water,  opens 
or  closes  a  headgate,  changes  a  water 
control  structiu’e,  cuts  a  ditch  bank  to 
divert  water,  or  places  an  obstruction  in 
such  facilities  to  chamge  the  flow  of 
water,  as  described  in  25  CFR  171.6(b), 
shall  be  subject  to  a  civil  penalty  not  to 
exceed  five  hundred  dollars  ($500.00) 
and  shall  be  subject  to  prosecution  for 
craninal  violations  pursuant  to  title  18  of 
the  U.S.C.  The  possession  or  use  of 
water,  lawfully  denied  by  the  Officer  in 
Charge  of  the  Project,  is  prima  facie 
evidence  of  guilt. 

Alleged  violations  will  be  investigated 
irrigation  personnel  and  law 
enforcement  officials  of  the  Wind  River 
Agency.  If  such  investigation 
substantiates  that  a  violation  has 
occurred,  the  violator  will  be  charged  in 
foe  court  of  proper  jurisdiction  or 
appropriate  administrative  action  will 
be  taken. 

Dated:  April  15, 1992. 

David  Pennington, 

Acting  Area  Director. 

[FR  Doc.  92-9501  Filed  4-22-92;  8:45  am] 
BSlUNO  CODE  431<H»-M 


